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Newsletter of the Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild, Inc.  Sarasota, Florida 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 

  
February is upon us and Groundhog Day is 

coming up.  I never quite understood how that 
“shadow thing” worked.  There’s the Super Bowl 
and it’s a fun day for some of us.  I know I have 
become a football fan.  We also have Valentine’s 
Day coming up so how about stitching up a 
Valentine Quilt?  I love seasonal quilts and spend 
a lot of my time making wall quilts.  I make small 
8 x 10 quilts for my two grandkids for each 
season so they’ll have a quilt to hang in their 
room.  They love it.  It’s a lot easier to quilt a 
wall quilt than those monster king size quilts. 

 
We had a wonderful teacher in January, Jane 

Sassaman.  I’m always disappointed I didn’t sign 
up for the class when I see 
the class samples from the 
members during Show and 
Tell.  So don’t wait and be 
disappointed, sign up for a 
class now.  Our classes are 
filling up quickly so take a 
look at the class roster 
listed in the newsletter or 
on the website and join in 
the fun. 

 
Our 2013 Quilt Show 

is starting to take shape.  This is a great way for 
our new and old members to get involved by 
meeting new people and working together to put 
on a great show.  My personal goal for the show 
is to try and finish a couple of quilts I wanted to 
put in the last show.  I hope I make it this year! 

 
See you in class! 
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Monthly Membership Meetings 
· February 20 - When Finishing is Highly 

Overrated - Beth Ferrier 
· March 19 - Happy Villages and Accidental 
      Landscapes - Karen Eckmeier 
· April 16 - Painted Flowers/Flowers in the  
      Round - Juanita Yeager 
 
Workshop Details on Page 3 
· February 19 /20 - Romancing the Stitch/ 

Sneaky Piecing Tricks - Beth Ferrier  
· March 19/20 - Let’s Make Waves!/Accidental 

Landscapes:  Seascapes—Karen Eckmeier 
· April 15/16 - Painted Flowers in the Round -  

Juanita Yeager 

QUILTING  MONTH  IN  SARASOTA  
Dawn Moore 

 

 In recognition of our 2011 community service 
projects and the Venice Quilt Show, March 2012 
will be proclaimed Quilting Month in Sarasota 
County.   

 
Our Sarasota County Board Commissioners 

will deliver the proclamation to representatives of 
the three Sarasota County Quilt Guilds.  The 
meeting will take place on Tuesday, February 7, 
2012 at 1:30 a.m. at the South County Admin-
istration Building (41 and Jacaranda).  It will be 
televised live on Comcast Channel 19 and Veri-
zon channel 32. 

 
It will also be live on the Sarasota County 

Website: http://sarasotacounty.granicus.com/
ViewPublisher.php?view_id=18. 
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EDUCATION  NOTES 
ELLEN SIMON 

 What a great lecture we had last month from 
Jane Sassaman.  Her photos of 1970’s garb 
certainly brought back memories.  Show & Tell 
from the Bountiful Bouquets class was very 
impressive.  One thing I forgot to mention when I 
introduced Jane was that when I took a class from 
her in the early 90’s, she confessed that she never 
spent more than $3 a yard for her fabrics.  Try 
doing that today!  As always, it takes many 
people to properly host our speakers.  Thanks to 
Linda Pearce, Judy Schmalzreid, Pam Zeck and 
Susan Casanova for their help.   

 
Our February speaker, Beth Ferrier, will be 

joining us from Saginaw, Michigan.  Beth has 
been quilting since 1975 and publishes books and 
patterns through her company, Applewood Farm 
Quilts.  Her talk, “When Finishing is Highly 
Overrated”, will ask, “why do we quilt?”  Is 
finishing a lifelong goal or a dirty word?  Beth’s 
two classes are sold out and have waiting lists. 

 
Come by the workshop table before the 

meeting.  I will have class samples from Karen 
Eckmeier (March) and Juanita Yeager (April). 

      FRIENDSHIP KNOT QUILTERS’ GUILD WORKSHOP REGI STRATION 
You must complete this form and return it  with your check to register for classes. 

 
Class Title        Class Date:     
 
Email Address:            

 
Your Name        Telephone     

 
Address       City     Zip   

 
Class Fee     Lunch (if applicable)   Total Enclosed                                 

                 
                         Please send to: Pam Zeck,  5613 Merrimac Drive, Sarasota, FL 34231                   
                                   Ph. 941-925-3240 Email  pamzeck@comcast.net  

 
Make your check payable to Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild. 

Supply lists are available from our website, by mail with a SASE or in person at the meetings. 
 Those paying in person will receive their supply list in person. 

· Fill out one registration form for each class you are signing up for.  You may copy the form 
or use one from an old newsletter.  Only paid class participants are permitted in classrooms. 

The Board has approved our Guild 
philanthropy project for 2012 - the Alzheimer’s 
(Art) Quilt Initiative.  Founded by Ami Simms, 
the program raises awareness and funds research 
by selling small donated quilts.  You can learn 
more about this project by going to their website, 
alzquilts.org.  We will be donating our quilts as 
a group so some of the guidelines are a little 
different than those for individuals. I will be 
showing some sample Alzheimer quilts at the 
February meeting and I will provide you with a 
set of written guidelines and some suggestions on 
how to find inspiration for your creations.  The 
quilts, which must be no larger than 9” x 12” do 
not have to be ART quilts, so don’t panic if you 
are a traditional quilter.  Everyone can 
participate.  

 
To those of you going to our first Winter 

UFO Camp, have a great time and bring your 
finished (oops, was that a dirty word?) projects to 
Show & Tell.   I would like to thank Kathy 
Dotson for putting together the DaySpring 
Retreat slide show from the Summer retreat.  
Great job Kathy!  
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Sunday, February 19….1:00 p.m. to 6 p.m….Romancing the Stitch - Beth Ferrier  - SOLD OUT! 
 
Monday, February 20….9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - Sneaky Piecing Tricks - SOLD OUT! 

 
Monday, March 19….9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - Let’s Make Waves - Karen 
Eckmeier - Let’s Make Waves!  www.quilted-lizard.com.  Play with layered 
curves and peaks using Karen’s layered/topstitching technique.   
 
Tuesday, March 20….9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - Accidental Landscapes:  
Seascapes -  Karen Eckmeier.  An 8 x 10 beach scene, 
quick and easy to make, just free form rotary cutting and 
topstitched edges. 
 

Sunday, April 15...1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. - Painted Flowers - Juanita 
Yeager, www.juanitayeager.com.  You will paint two tops that will be ready to 
sandwich and quilt immediately.  One flower fills an 18 x 20 background.  Kit 
fee $20.   
 
Monday, April 16, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Flowers in the Round - Juanita 
Yeager.  Large scale flower and leaf pieced with a great variety of fabrics.  Pattern fee $5.00.   
 
CLASS FEES:  Full day $25, half day $15 Members rate (Non-Members full day $50 and half day $35).  
Lunch included for full day classes at a cost of $7.00.  Class fees are non-refundable.  Please be sure you 
can attend before you sign up.  Workshops are held at Bahia Vista Mennonite Church, 4041 Bahia Vista 
St., Sarasota.   
 

WORKSHOPS - 2012 

FOR A GOOD TIME  CALL  JUDY 
SCHMALZRIED  

Be a Hostess for an upcoming 
workshop.  You get to sit in on a class 

for free, and have a lunch on us.  It is a 
fun job.  Call me.  Judy Schmalzried at 

941-922-1237  

 
Coastal Quilter has moved to our home  

studio in Parrish. 
We now offer a free 

pickup/drop-off service 
for machine-quilting customers. 

 
Just call Len at 941-465-1292 

to make arrangements 
Coastal Quilter offers you: 

Long-Arm Quilting 
T-shirt Quilts 
Custom Quilts 

Lesson in Long-Arm Quilting 
 

Your Next Quilt is Just  
a Phone Call Away! 

 
 

Ellen Simon            Len Damond 
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Membership 
Ann Greene 

 
     The FKQG is currently accepting membership 
for 2012. Please make sure to fill out the member-
ship form in full even if there are no changes.  It 
may be mailed to me at 4759 Ringwood Meadow, 
Sarasota, FL 34235 with your check made paya-
ble to FKQG for $25.00.  Membership cards will 
be given out on meeting nights.  If you want it 
mailed to you, please include a stamped, self-
addressed envelope.  If you need a form, please 
email me, and I can email it back to you for print-
ing.   
 
     The FKQG 2012 membership roster will be 
available at the February 20th meeting at the 
Membership Desk.  REMEMBER:  If your mem-
bership dues have not been received by February 
20, 2012, your name will not be included in this 
year’s roster.   
 
New Members:   
Baruffi, Gloria   Scott, Diane 
Bergstrom, Marcia  Snedeker, Karen 
Boese, Darlene  Walker, Wendy 
Doyon, Nancy   Warling, Susan 
Durham, Lucinda 
McKenzie, Donna 
Rooks, Brenda 
Sanders, Denise 
Schwen, Arlene 

5. No checkout of books if you have an overdue  
      book. 
6. Overdue fee is $.50 per month for each book,     
      $1.00 per month for each DVD. 
7.   New books, one per member for one month 
      checkout. 
 
     If you have books that are due and you can not 
make it to the meeting, you could try to find 
someone to bring them for you.  Just make a note 
of who you ask to do this.  Before the monthly 
meeting, I try to call or send an email library re-
minder to let you know you have overdue books.  
This is a courtesy.  I’m not being mean and pick-
ing on you.  Just be warned that it is my job to 
collect for overdue books and fees! 
 
     We have over 500 books in our Library.  I 
don’t think there are many Guilds that can claim 
this wonderful resource.  Sometimes we get a little 
busy at the Library table and it would help when 
you return books to let us know if they are over-
due so appropriate fees can be collected. 
 
     Thanks to all of you who donate books and 
magazines to our Guild.  This helps us expand and 
update our already wonderful collection.  Thank 
you, Library volunteers for your continued dedica-
tion of coming early to the meetings and all your 
hard work to keep the Library going.   
 
New additions in February include: 
 
Quilts on the Double by Judy Hooworth and 
Margaret Rolfe - dozens of easy strip-pieced de-
signs.     
 
Charmed, I’m Sure by Lesley Chaisson - Quilts 
and more from 5-inch squares.     
 
Points of View by Valerie Hearder - landscape 
quilts to stitch and embellish.     
 
Paper Pieced Mini Quilts by Wendy Vosters - 
quick miniature quilts paper pieced in strips rather 
than blocks.     
 
Quilts from Paradise by Cynthia Tomaszewski - 
bold, tropical pieced and appliqued inspirations. 

Library News 
Trish Bobeck 

 
     Thank you all for taking out books.  This 
means I don’t have to squeeze them back into the 
cabinet.  I think an update of library procedures 
would be helpful for all of us. 
 
1. Members may take out 3 books at one time. 
2. You may renew them one time. 
3. Please fill out check out cards located in the 

inside cover pocket LEGIBLY with month 
and year in first column and first and last 
name in middle column.  

4. You may reserve a book.  Phone or email the 
Librarian. 
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 FRIENDSHIP KNOT QUILTERS’ GUILD 
2012 Application for Membership 

New _____   or   Renewal _____   (Please check) 
 

 Yearly Dues - $25.00 (January 1st - December 31st) 
 

 Name:              
 
 Address:     City:       St   Zip   
 
 Telephone:     Home:         Cell:       
 
 E-mail Address:             
 
Are you currently a member of a Cottage Group?     Yes       No 
 
 If so, name of Cottage Group           
 
Note:  The above information is published in our Membership Roster which is distributed to 
all members.  If you DO NOT want this information made available to other members, please 
check here __________. 
 
 The success of our Guild depends on member participation.  In what area would you like to serve? 
  

Board Member  _____           Committee Chair           _____ 
Education  _____           Quilt Show Chair/Committee _____ 
Library  _____           Programs                                 _____ 
Membership  _____          Historian            _____ 

 Parliamentary  _____          Friendship           _____ 
 Newsletter  _____          Cottage Groups           _____ 
 Website  _____          Quilt-Ins            _____ 
 
New Members:  If you are joining by mail, your member folder will be available at the next meet-
ing.  If you would like your folder mailed, please include $2.00 for mailing.  Renewing Members:  
If you would like your member card mailed, please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope with 
this form. 
 
Newsletters are available on our website at  www.friendshipknotquiiltersguild.com and a small 
number will be available at the meeting.  An e-mail will be sent each month to let you know when 
the newsletter has been posted to the website.  If you do not have access to the Internet, check here 
and your newsletter will be mailed ________ (no Internet access). 
  

Make check payable to Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild or FKQG and mail to: 
Ann Greene, 4759 Ringwood Meadow, Sarasota, FL 34235   941-388-2208 

E-mail:  annsews@verizon.net 
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 2012 Officers/Committee Chairs  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 

President, Cass Bowen*           
941-322-2118 - cbcassiecat@gmail.com 
  
1st Vice President, Education Chair,  Ellen Simon* 
941-723-8727 - cqmaker@tampabay.rr.com 
  
2nd V.P., Program Director, Anna Avery* 
(850) 545-5160 - annalee772003@yahoo.com  
  
Treasurer, Helen Lucas* 
941-704-9635-cell - pipercub@tampabay.rr.com 
  
Past President, Karla Lynch* 
941-749-5087 - paulandkarla@aol.com 
  
Secretary, Joy Abbott*          
941-371-3043   - joyabbott1@comcast.net 
  
Membership, Ann Greene     
941-388-2208 - annsews@verizon.net   
  
Class Registrar, Pam Zeck         
941-925-3240 - pzeck@comcast.net  
  

NQA Rep,  Linda Pearce    
951-951-2330 - pearcepad@aol.com 
 
Parliamentarian, Tena Davis 
941-371-7328 - davis2tk@msn.com 
  
Newsletter Editor, Lynne Minguez   
941-921-4982 - mingleinn@verizon.net  
  
Librarian, Trish Bobeck     
941-346-2669 - pbobeck@verizon.net        
  
Habitat for Humanity, Rose Antrim                  
941-923-4132 - rb7622@aol.com 
  
Historian, Kathy Dotson  
941-423-6667 - kdkwilts@aol.com 
  
Friendship, Bev Wiberg                
941-341-9758 - beverly.wiberg@yahoo.com 
 
Cottage Group Coordinator, Carol Brown 
941-922-3240 - tallquilting1@aol.com 
 
Cottage Group Coordinator - Carroll Jenkins 
941-378-7813 cmj-asg@comcast.net 
 
Public Relations Coordinator, Pam Morris 
941-485-9755 -  pam607@gmail.com     
 
Web Coordinator, Linda Pearce         
941-951-2330 - pearcepad@aol.com  
  
Workshop Coordinator, Judy Schmalzried           
941-922-1237  
 
2013 Quilt Show Chair, Marlene Kurtz 
941-371-4596 - mmekurtz@aol.com  

     Meet your 2012 Board from left to right.  Cass 
Bowen, President, Ellen Simon, 1st Vice Presi-
dent, Education Chair, Anna Avery, 2nd V.P., 
Program Director, Helen Lucas, Treasurer, and 
Joy Abbott, Secretary.  They will need your help 
and support making 2012 a good year for our  
Guild. 

All Guild Meetings are held at  
Bahia Vista Mennonite Church 

4041 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota 
Doors open at 6:15 pm 
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2013 QUILT  SHOW  NEWS 
MARLENE KURTZ 

 
     Show dates are:  
    Setup - Thursday, March 7, 2013 
    Show - Friday, March 8th and Saturday, 
    March 9th.   
    Theme to be announced at February Guild 
     Meeting. 
 
     Wow, the January Guild Meeting was a great 
one in so many ways.  I was excited to see so 
much support from everyone for our Quilt Show.   
The Boutique table is growing with great sam-
ples each month.  The Donor Quilt design is gor-
geous and all the star blocks have been taken by 
our members to be pieced and returned at the 
February meeting.  The Theme Contest has over 
50+ submissions.  Great way to start a new 
year. 
 
     Many of you have stopped by the QS info ta-
ble at the Guild Meeting to inquire about specific 
areas of interest and have volunteered.  Thank 
You! 
 
      Here are the areas that have openings for a 
chair/coordinator: 
 
Donor Quilt Tickets, Program Ads 
 
     The Donor Quilt Tickets and Program Ads 
add dollars that help us with our education pro-
grams along with promoting our show to both 
businesses, friends, family, co-workers and 
more.  This results in increased admissions 
which really makes our vendors happy.  The in-
crease in admissions for our Guild provides the 
opportunity to share our quilting art with more 
people who might otherwise assume patchwork 
is quilting.  It is so much more. 
 
Quilt Signage, Show Signs, Hostesses, Set-up 
and Take-down 
 
     These areas are great fun as it is all about the 
quilts and after all that is what brings most folks 
through the door, the quilts. 
 

     If you would like a bit more information or 
would like to volunteer for any of these openings, 
please stop by the Quilt Show info table at the 
Guild Meeting or call me, Marlene Kurtz, 941-
371-4596. 

     Quilt Show Block Auction - 2013  
Catherine Lane 

 
     The Friendship Knot Quilters Guild 2013 Quilt 
Show will once again have a Quilt Block Auction.  
The Quilt Block Auction is an excellent way for 
the Guild to raise money for upcoming education 
programs, raising as much as $2,000 in previous 
shows.  In order to make the 2013 Auction suc-
cessful, we need the support of all FKQG mem-
bers, including cottage groups, other groups of 
friends, as well as individual to make and donate 
sets of blocks.  The sets will be displayed at the 
Show and sold as a Silent Auction. 
 
     The sets of blocks should contain enough 
blocks to correspond to a normal quilt layout, i.e., 
9, 12, 16 or 20, etc.  This allows the purchaser to 
put together a nice sized quilt top.  Each block 
should be completed with accurate piecing and/or 
applique and sized so they may be sewn together 
easily.  No incomplete blocks will be accepted.  
Any fabric left over after the blocks are complet-
ed may be turned in and sold with the blocks.  A 
copy of the pattern or directions for assembling 
the quilt top is also useful to the purchaser and 
may be included.  Sets of antique blocks are ac-
ceptable if they are well made and in good condi-
tion.  Remember, this is a blocks only Auction, 
you don’t have to make the quilt top!  The dead-
line for turning in the blocks is the January, 2013 
Guild meeting. 
 
     Get your group together, select a pattern, buy 
some fabrics (sharing the cost is good!) and make 
a set of blocks for the Auction.  Quilt Show 2013 
is almost a year away so there is plenty of time to 
take part in this worthwhile project.  Only 16 sets 
were turned in last year, down from 22 in 2009.  
We are setting a goal of at least 20 sets for 2013.  
We are counting on your support for this worth-
while project!  Thanks!! 
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    Quilt Show Block Auction Continued 
Catherine Lane 

 
 More information will be given at FKQG meet-
ings and in upcoming newsletters and on the web 
site.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
call any one of the Co-Chairs: 
 
Mary Lee Charlet, Bette Behanna, Cathy Lane 

Web Bookmark for FKQG 
Cass Bowen 

 
     Is your computer bookmark for FKQG outdat-
ed?  I discovered mine was when I went to print 
out the Membership Form and it was the form for 
2010.  My Board members informed me I was 
probably using an old bookmark (which I was).  
So if you are seeing non-current things on the 
website, you might want to delete the bookmark 
you are using.  Once deleted, go in to the website 
and bookmark it again.  You should then have all 
the current Guild information.   

2013 Quilt Show Boutique 
“The Unique Boutique” 

Cass Bowen and Linda Pearce, Chairs 
 

     It’s February and time to start making those 
“much” appreciated items for the boutique.  Why 
wait until the end of the year to make your items?  
Zip them up now and you’ll be good to go so you 
can work on finishing those quilts you plan to 
enter into the show.  We’d like to change the 
Boutique up a bit this year by encouraging our 
members to put on their fun and creative hats. 
Have you ever painted fabric or hand-stamped 
over commercial hand dyed fabric?  It’s really 
fun and you have a piece that is truly your own 
creation. Like one of our past teachers, Lyric Ki-
nard, encouraged, make art every day.  If you cre-
ate a piece of art through fabric collage or free-
motion stitching, that piece might then become 
the front cover for an e-reader or journal cover or 
tablet cover.  It might be a great hot pad or trivet.  
The possibilities are endless. Janine Ward is col-
lecting fabric scraps for use in creating some of 
these one-of-a-kind pieces.  She asks that you 
separate them according to similar sizes in bag-
gies.  Our plan is to have some fun workshops to 
get our creative side working.  A sign-up sheet 
will be out at the meetings and we’ll try to make 
this happen.  A meeting place will be our chal-
lenge.  My favorite website for art quilting is 
Quilting Arts but there are many websites with 
free patterns and lots of creative ideas out there.  
Spend a few hours searching the web and you’ll 
find something to your liking.  Ellen Simon used 
some scraps and made 3 pillows after seeing an 
idea on Chris Kirsch’s website (Chris was a 
teacher here last year).  The Library has many 

creative idea books.  “Sew Wild” is one of our 
new books.  The cuddly bunnies were a big hit 
last year.  Susan Casanova’s cottage group made 
several and she would be willing to oversee a 
workshop if anyone is interested.  We know chil-
dren’s things sell well.  Please e-mail either of us 
at cbcassiecat@gmail.com or pear-
cepad@aol.com if you are interested in having 
fun while making something wonderful for the 
Boutique.   

 

Star Blocks for Donor Quilt 
Mary Lewis 

 
     For those of you who took donor-quilt star 
blocks at the January meeting, please return your 
blocks to Emily Gross at the February meeting.  
She’ll have a collection container and the check 
off list.  You can also mail to Mary Lewis, 611 
Foxworth Lane, Holmes Beach, FL  34217. 
 
     Thanks.   

FRIENDSHIP  
 

If you know of a member who is ill, has 
suffered the loss of a loved one or otherwise 
should be remembered by our Guild, please let 
me know so I can send a card from the 
Guild.  beverly.wiberg@yahoo.com�
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KiDZQuilts 
Jo Wieczynski, Coordinator 

 
     We had a fine start to the new year on January 
10, when 27 gals came by the Fruitville Library 
to our meeting.  Seventy two quilts were donat-
ed.   
 
     KiDZQuilts meets on February 7th (the first 
Tuesday of the month) from 12:15 to 4:00 p.m.  
Please join us.  Our Show & Tell is usually about 
3:00 p.m.  At this time, our quilts are photo-
graphed.   
 
     Four quilts were chosen to represent Ki-
DZQuilts at the Sarasota County Commission 
Meeting in Venice on February 7th.  Quilts from 
left to right made by Donna Koenig, Diane 
Kestner, Sandy Marcus and Diana Weinstein.   
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Cathy Washburn 

     At the Holiday 
Party in December, 
Carol Brown was 
named the “2011 
Member of the 
Year”!   
 
     This award is giv-

en every year to the person that Guild members 
vote to recognize for their contributions to the 
Guild.   
 
     In reading and calculating the votes this year, 
the same comments were made over and over.  
Carol is helpful and enthusiastic.  She always 
lends a hand and most of all she donates many, 
many, many hours to making quilts and quilting 
tops for KiDZQuilts. Carol has also served in 
many capacities such as working in the Library, 
co-chairing the Boutique and the Admissions at 
the Quilt Show and many other positions.   
 
     As the votes started coming in, it was obvious 
very soon that many members recognized how 
many hours Carol devotes to the Guild.  One per-
son called her a “worker bee”.  When you see how 
many things she has done over the years, it is easy 
to see why.   
 
     Thank you Carol, for your time and service to 
the Guild in so many capacities.  
 

Congratulations, Carol, we salute you! 
  

Quilting by the Gulf XIV 
Dawn Moore 

 

Venice Area Quilters Guild  
14th Biennial Quilt Show  

Sat., March 31st, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Sunday, April 1st, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Venice Community Center  
Admission $7/one day & $12/both days   

Beautiful job Donna, Diane, Sandy & Diana! 



Page 10 February 2012 Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild, Inc. 

 

The Friendship Note 
11460 M-J Road 
Myakka City, FL  34251 
www.friendshipknotquiltersguild.com 

 
       

MARCH 24, 2012 
Email submissions to the Editor, Lynne J. Minguez at 

mingleinn@verizon.net 


